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Plant illustration modified from original by Dale 
Larison, Missouri Department of Conservation
Range map modified from USDA Forest Service 
Silvics of North America Web site - 
www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/silvics_manual/
Volume_2/betula/nigra.htm

river birch
Betula nigra

River birch is a medium to large 
tree with a mature height of 70 feet 
and spread of 50 feet.  This tree is 
appropriate for most yards, and 
parks.  Often grown as a multi-stem 
specimen, the specie does best on 
moist, well-drained soil but adapts 
well to a wide range  of extreme 
conditions but needs acidic soil.  
The leaves are triangular with 
serrated edges.  The male flowers 
(catkins) add some interest.  The 
bark exfoliates to expose white to 
bronze bark on younger stems, 
older stems are deeply furrowed.  
The cultivars ‘Dura-Heat’ and 
‘Heritage’ are preferred for their 
drought resistance.  Watch for the 
cultivar ‘City Slicker’ with all 
white bark coming out soon.

Joplin MDC Office has Moved!

The Joplin MDC office has moved to the Wildcat Glades 
Conservation and Audubon Center in Wildcat park.  The facility 
is a joint venture between the City of Joplin, Audubon Society, 
and MDC.  It places my office next to the Wildcat Park Chert 
Glade, an ecologically unique environment.  The facility offers 
walking trails, educational displays, meeting rooms, and 
programs by the Audubon Society.  I will utilize the meeting 
rooms for workshops as they are available.  The grand opening 
for the facility is September 8, call Audubon at 417-623-2211 for 
details.  My NEW ADDRESS is 201 W. Riviera Rd., Ste B, 
Joplin, MO 64804.  My phone number and email has stayed the 
same.  You are welcome to visit, but do not expect to see all of 
the facility until after September 8.
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ISA Certification Exam Training Being Offered

ISA Certified arborists have a minimum of three years experience in some aspect of tree 
care and have passed an exam developed by an international panel of experts. The exam 
extensively covers every aspect of tree care and the individuals must have an acceptable 
level of knowledge in all areas of arboriculture.

The Southwest chapter of the Missouri Community Forestry Council is offering two 
Certified Arborist Training Courses in preparation for an ISA Certification Exam on 
October 26 (register for this exam on the ISA web site).  The training courses cover all of 
the domains of the exam in one hour increments.

The first course is set up as 6 two hour sessions on September 13, 20, 27- October 4, 11, 18, 
2007 from 6 - 8 PM each night at the MDC Regional Office in Springfield.  There is a $30 
fee each to cover refreshments.  The second course is a two day marathon on October 24 - 
25, 2007 from 8 AM - 4:45 PM at the Springfield Nature Center.  There is a $10 fee each to 
cover refreshments.

To register for either course, mail your name, address, phone number, number attending 
from your organization and a check for the registration fee for each individual.  Make your 
check payable to:  MCFC, Missouri Community Forestry Council and mail to:  Missouri 
Department of Conservation, MCFC, Cindy Garner, 2630 North Mayfair, Springfield, MO  
65803.

If you have Questions about the training courses, call Cindy Garner at Missouri Department 
of Conservation at 417-895-6880 Ext. 237.

Training: The Basis of Quality Tree Care

One person can know a lot about trees, no one 
knows everything.  The only way to increase 
your and your staffs knowledge is to attend and 
conduct training.  Training may be simple and 
off of a tailgate.  It may be complex and require 
days of attending classes.  Either way you and 
your staff gain or refresh knowledge.  Our 
clients (for fee or public service) depend on us 
to be the best possible in our field of expertise.  
Training helps us to accomplish this.

Take advantage of training opportunities as they come up from reputable sources.  Your 
clients trees will benefit from your knowledge and expertise. 

What Is A Hazardous Tree?

It’s a hazard tree!  I hear that phrase often, but what really makes a tree hazardous?  Some 
trees have messy fruit. Although annoying, this is not a hazardous condition.  A tree may 
block the view at a street intersection.  This creates a unsafe condition, but the tree itself is 
not hazardous.  A tree is deemed hazardous after it has been evaluated.  During the 
evaluation a defect in the roots, trunk, or branches is identified that creates an unacceptable 
risk of failure of the part and / or tree AND a target is present.  A target is something of 
value that can be damaged or killed if the tree had a failure occur.  Common targets of 
concern are people; cars; and buildings.

You can learn more about hazard tree assessment by attending the Hazard Trees Workshop 
in Springfield on September 25, 2007.  Visit www.arborday.org/treeplanting for more 
information and to register.



Use of names of commercial products or 
organizations does not imply an 
endorsement or recommendation by the 
Missouri Department of Conservation.

Jon Skinner
Urban Forester
Forestry Division
MO Dept. of Conservation
201 W. Riviera Rd., Ste B
Joplin, MO 64804
417-629-3423
Jon.Skinner@mdc.mo.gov

To add or remove your subscription, 
update your address, change contact 
information or convert from the paper to 
the email - web version of “The Stump”, 
contact:

“The Stump” web site:
www.geocities.com/rocksandtrees/thestump/
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September 13, 20, 27 - October 4, 11, 18
ISA Certified Arborist Exam Training, Springfield, MO  6:00 PM.  Contact Cindy Garner 
(Cindy.Garner@mdc.mo.gov)  417-895-6880  Ext. 237.   Registration Required.  $30 fee, 
check payable to MCFC.

September 18
Japanese Stroll Gardens Tour, Nathanael Greene Park, 2400 S Scenic, Springfield, MO  8:30 
AM,  One ISA CEU available.

September 25 - 26
Hazard Trees/Tree Planting & Establishment, Springfield, MO.  Contact The National Arbor 
Day Foundation (conferences@arborday.org),  888-448-7337.  ISA CEU’s 5.5 each day.

October 11
MCFC State Meeting, Runge Nature Center, Jefferson City, MO, 10 AM Contact Justine 
Gartner (Justine.Gartner@mdc.mo.gov), 573-751-4115 extn. 3116.

October 24 - 25
ISA Certified Arborist Exam Training, Springfield, MO  6:00 PM.  Contact Cindy Garner 
(Cindy.Garner@mdc.mo.gov)  417-895-6880  Ext. 237.   Registration Required.  $10 fee, 
check payable to MCFC.

October 26
ISA Certified Arborist Exam, Springfield, MO, Registration Deadline October 10, 2007, 
Register at www.isa-arbor.com/certification/tests.aspx.

November 5
Tree Pruning Workshop, Wildcat Park, Joplin, MO,  6:30 PM       Contact Jon Skinner 
(Jon.skinner@mdc.mo.gov), 417-629-3423.

November 6
Tree Pruning Workshop, Thiebaud Auditorium Room A, Lamar, MO,  6:30 PM       Contact 
Jon Skinner (Jon.skinner@mdc.mo.gov), 417-629-3423.

November 8
Tree Pruning Workshop, Cedar County Family Clinic, 807 Owens Mill Rd., Stockton, MO,  
6:30 PM       Contact Jon Skinner (Jon.skinner@mdc.mo.gov), 417-629-3423.

November 12
Tree Pruning Workshop, Jasper County Annex, Corner of Central and Lincoln Streets, 
Carthage, MO,  6:30 PM       Contact Jon Skinner (Jon.skinner@mdc.mo.gov), 417-629-
3423.

November 15
Tree Pruning Workshop, Lampo Bldg., 109 E. Spring St., Neosho, MO,  6:30 PM       
Contact Jon Skinner (Jon.skinner@mdc.mo.gov), 417-629-3423.

November 26
Tree Pruning Workshop, Fire and Police Station Conf. Room, 106 South Elliott, Aurora, 
MO,  6:30 PM       Contact Jon Skinner (Jon.skinner@mdc.mo.gov), 417-629-3423.

December 12
MCFC State Meeting, Runge Nature Center, Jefferson City, MO, 10 AM Contact Justine 
Gartner (Justine.Gartner@mdc.mo.gov), 573-751-4115 extn. 3116.

Book Review
A Photographic Guide to the Evaluation of Hazard Trees in Urban Areas, Second 
Edition by Nelda P. Matheny and James R. Cook provides review of general characteristics 
of tree growth and arboricultural practice that are important themes in evaluating trees for 
their failure potential with a systematic approach to rating hazards.

Why are there trees I never walk 
under but large and melodious 
thoughts descend upon me?
-  Walt Whitman, Song of the 
Open Road

Hui Tzu said to Chuang Tzu:  "I have a big 
stinktree in my garden.   The trunk is so bent 
and knotty that nobody can get a good straight 
plank out of it.  The branches are so crooked 
you can't cut them up in any way that makes 
sense.  There it stands beside the road and no 
carpenter will even look at it.   Such is your 
teaching, Chuang - big and useless."
Chuang Tzu replied: "Have you ever watched 
the wildcat crouching, watching its prey?   This 
way it leaps, and that way, high and low, and at 
last - it lands in the trap.  Have you ever seen the 
yak?   It is great as a thundercloud, standing in 
his might.  Big?  Sure.  But, he can't catch mice!  
So for your big tree.  No use?   Then plant it in the wasteland - in emptiness.  Walk idly 
around it and rest under it's shadow.  No axe or saw prepares its end.  No one will ever cut it 
down.   Useless?  You should worry!.

-  Chuang Tzu, The Useless Tree, circa 200 B.C. 


